
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
(ODNR/ODA/OEPA)	
  Director’s	
  Ag	
  Nutrients	
  and	
  Water	
  Quality	
  Working	
  Group	
  (2011-­‐2012)	
  
Directors	
  of	
  ODNR,	
  ODA	
  and	
  OEPA	
  convened	
  a	
  working	
  group	
  of	
  more	
  than	
  100	
  representatives	
  of	
  
agricultural,	
  governmental,	
  academic	
  and	
  environmental	
  organizations	
  to	
  recommend	
  how	
  to	
  
reduce	
  impact	
  of	
  agricultural	
  nutrients	
  on	
  Lake	
  Erie.	
  Several	
  key	
  recommendations	
  of	
  the	
  three	
  
Directors	
  were	
  eventually	
  brought	
  forward	
  in	
  the	
  introduction	
  of	
  Senate	
  Bill	
  150.	
  
	
  
(ODNR)	
  Clean	
  Lakes	
  Initiative	
  (2012-­‐2014)	
  
ODNR	
  has	
  worked	
  with	
  farmers	
  in	
  the	
  Western	
  Lake	
  Erie	
  Basin	
  to	
  help	
  implement	
  best	
  
management	
  practices	
  which	
  will	
  help	
  decrease	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  nutrients	
  leaving	
  farm	
  fields	
  and	
  
entering	
  waterways.	
  New	
  practices	
  have	
  been	
  installed	
  on	
  40,000	
  acres	
  of	
  farmland	
  in	
  Henry,	
  
Wood,	
  Putnam,	
  Defiance	
  and	
  Hancock	
  Counties	
  and	
  450	
  new	
  controlled	
  drainage	
  structures	
  will	
  
be	
  in	
  the	
  ground	
  by	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  this	
  summer.	
  These	
  practices	
  include:	
  winter	
  cover	
  crops,	
  soil	
  
sampling,	
  and	
  variable	
  rate	
  technology	
  (VRT)	
  application	
  of	
  fertilizer,	
  nutrient	
  incorporation,	
  and	
  
controlled	
  drainage	
  structures.	
  	
  
	
  
(ODNR)	
  New	
  WLEB	
  Stream	
  Gauge	
  Network	
  (2013-­‐2014)	
  
With	
  funding	
  from	
  the	
  Healthy	
  Lake	
  Erie	
  Fund,	
  ODNR	
  has	
  worked	
  with	
  USGS	
  to	
  recently	
  add	
  seven	
  
new	
  nutrient	
  monitoring	
  stations	
  in	
  the	
  western	
  Lake	
  Erie	
  basin.	
  The	
  data	
  collection	
  sites	
  are	
  
located	
  along	
  the	
  Auglaize,	
  Ottawa,	
  Tiffin,	
  Blanchard	
  and	
  Maumee	
  Rivers.	
  The	
  samplers	
  are	
  now	
  
installed	
  at	
  all	
  seven	
  sites	
  and	
  baseline	
  data	
  is	
  currently	
  being	
  collected	
  and	
  provided	
  to	
  Ohio	
  EPA.	
  
	
  
(ODA)	
  Senate	
  Bill	
  150	
  (2014)	
  
Implementing	
  a	
  key	
  recommendation	
  of	
  the	
  Directors’	
  working	
  group	
  (see	
  above),	
  this	
  law	
  
requires	
  all	
  fertilizer	
  applicators	
  to	
  undergo	
  education	
  and	
  certification	
  by	
  ODA;	
  encourages	
  
farmers	
  to	
  adopt	
  nutrient	
  management	
  plans;	
  and	
  allows	
  ODA	
  to	
  better	
  track	
  the	
  sales	
  and	
  
distribution	
  of	
  fertilizer	
  throughout	
  the	
  state.	
  
	
  
(ODNR)	
  Lake	
  Erie	
  Nutrient	
  Reduction	
  Program	
  (August	
  2014)	
  
Resulting	
  from	
  SB	
  150,	
  this	
  new	
  program	
  will	
  utilize	
  $1.25	
  million	
  in	
  re-­‐purposed	
  funds	
  to	
  
agricultural	
  nutrient	
  reduction	
  practices,	
  specifically	
  the	
  installation	
  on	
  controlled	
  drainage	
  
structures	
  on	
  farm	
  fields.	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  new	
  program	
  targets	
  the	
  seeding	
  of	
  25,000	
  acres	
  of	
  cover	
  crops	
  
and	
  the	
  installation	
  of	
  more	
  than	
  300	
  controlled	
  drainage	
  structures	
  and	
  blind	
  tile	
  inlets	
  in	
  the	
  
Lake	
  Erie	
  Watershed.	
  	
  
	
  
(ODNR)	
  USDA-­‐NRCS	
  Regional	
  Conservation	
  Partnership	
  Program	
  (October	
  2014)	
  	
  
As	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  broader	
  application	
  with	
  Indiana	
  and	
  Michigan,	
  Ohio	
  has	
  applied	
  for	
  $14	
  million	
  in	
  
USDA-­‐NRCS	
  funding	
  under	
  RCPP.	
  If	
  approved,	
  the	
  funds	
  will	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  farmers	
  in	
  the	
  
Western	
  Lake	
  Erie	
  Basin	
  (WLEB)	
  to	
  apply	
  conservation	
  practices	
  to	
  protect	
  soil	
  health	
  and	
  water	
  
quality.	
  The	
  final	
  application	
  is	
  due	
  on	
  September	
  26th,	
  and	
  we	
  will	
  know	
  by	
  October	
  17th	
  whether	
  
Ohio	
  will	
  receive	
  the	
  funding.	
  	
  


